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Representatives from the winning firms of the 2008 
Products and Services Excellence Awards after the 
ceremony in Sun Valley, Idaho. (L-R) Dr. Robert 
Burtch, lead judge; Marvin Miller, Aero-Metric, Inc.; 
Kurt Allen, Photo Science; Anne Hale Miglarese 
(formerly Furgo EarthData); Larry Deibert, Fugro 
Horizons; Garth Lawrence, Intermap Technologies; 
John Palatiello, MAPPS Executive Director. 

 

     September 2008 
 
 

Four Fi rms Honored for Geospatial Products and Services 
Excellence Awards, Fugro EarthData Earns Grand Award  
 

 

Fugro EarthData, Inc. of Frederick, MD was presented the Grand Award for its project, "Mapping a vital marine 
resource in Texas," at the 2008 MAPPS Summer Conference July 22 in Sun Valley, Idaho, earning 'Project of the 
Year' honors in the MAPPS 2008 Geospatial Products and Services Excellence Awards competition. 
 
The top project was one of four category winners in the MAPPS competition.  MAPPS presented awards to 
Intermap Technologies for "Ultra Long Lines: Increasing Airborne Data Acquisition Rates" in the category of 
Airborne and Satellite Data Acquisition; Aero-Metric, Inc. for "Interstate 35W Bridge Collapse" in 
Photogrammetry/Elevation Data Generation; and Photo Science for "Legislative Atlas" in the GIS/IT category. The 
Fugro EarthData project was the category winner among Remote Sensing project entries. 

 
Twelve projects were judged in four categories by a 
distinguished panel of judges chaired by Robert Burtch, 
professor of Surveying and Engineering at Ferris State 
University. The judges panel also included Dr. Pamela 
Lawhead, University of Mississippi; Dr. Tom Lillesand, 
retired from the University of Wisconsin-Madison; Dennis 
Morgan, retired from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
and Dr. Adrian Moore of the Reason Foundation. 
 
"Private geospatial firms are collecting more data from 
many different types of sensors and these projects illustrated 
how these companies have crafted processes and procedures 
to efficiently collect that data, manage the large volume of 
data through the production process and fuse it into a final 
deliverable for the client," said Burtch regarding the 
complexity of the various submissions. 
 
Contracted by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration's (NOAA) Coastal Services Center (CSC) in 
Charleston, SC, Fugro EarthData was given the challenge of 
creating benthic habitat maps to support the Texas Seagrass 
Monitoring Program. The goal of the project was to protect 

the shallow marine environment in the estuaries along the Texas Gulf Coast. The project covered 1,400 square miles 
of Texas coastal estuaries and involved three elements: high-resolution aerial mapping, object-oriented 
classification, and quantitative accuracy assessment. 
 
MAPPS award winners have been featured in the September issue of Point of Beginnings (POB) magazine. The 
feature can be found on pages 38-42 and is also available on POBÕs website at www.pobonline.com.   
 
The 2009 Geospatial Products and Services Excellence Awards will be announced during the joint MAPPS-ASPRS 
conference to be held November 12-14, 2009 in San Antonio, Texas.  A revised schedule will soon be announced by 
the MAPPS staff.  The Board of Directors has approved a reduction in entry fees and will adopt new criteria in the 
technology innovation category, based on recommendations from the Associate Members Committee. 
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PresidentÕs Column 
 

 
IÕm a football fan and, being a Missouri native, I particularly enjoy rooting for the Kansas 
City Chiefs.  Like most football fans, IÕm often frustrated that the offense canÕt seem to 
move the ball throughout the game, particularly when the offense plays things too 
conservatively, runs the ball too much, and never throws a long pass. 
  
Suddenly, in the last two minutes, the team seems to open things up, throws the ball more 
often, picks up 10+ yards at a time with ease, and passes long more often. 
  
ÒWhy didnÕt we do that from the start?Ó we often ask. 
  
Of course, the answer is that the risks are too high to play that wide-open offense for the 

whole game, the defense is playing tighter most of the game, transitioning to a ÒpreventÓ defense in the last two 
minutes, thus permitting more yardage in favor of preventing the long gain and last minute touchdown. 
  
When one looks at the Bush AdministrationÕs recent activities in the geospatial field, it is clear they are 
implementing a two-minute offense.  In recent months they established the National Geospatial Advisory 
Committee, endorsed the concept of Imagery for the Nation, announced the establishment of a free, on-line archive 
of 35 years of LANDSAT images, created a Geospatial Management Officer/Geospatial Information Officer in the 
Department of the Interior, and announced steps to begin establishing a National LIDAR Initiative. 
  
While these are all positive steps, it does lead one to ask, ÒWhy didnÕt we do that from the start?Ó 
  
Imagine where we would be today had the Administration done these things in the first quarter?   Of course, things 
take time in government, groundwork must be laid, and government tends to be more re-active than pro-active.  
MAPPS can take credit for these initiatives.  Consider the following: 

¥ It was MAPPS that began working with Rep. Adam Putnam (R-FL), then-chairman of the House 
Subcommittee on Technology, Information Policy, Intergovernmental Relations and Census in 2003 on 
oversight of the Federal geospatial establishment, first by hosting him at our Federal Programs Conference 
and then working with him on two Congressional hearings;  

¥ MAPPS testif ied at both those hearings, pointing to the need for better coordination, the lack of 
transparency in Federal geospatial expenditures, a more meaningful role for non-Federal stakeholders, 
particularly the private sector, and a more strategic approach to Federal geospatial investments;  

¥ As a result of the f irst hearing, MAPPS worked with Putnam and Rep. Pete Sessions (R-TX) to design a 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) of Federal geospatial activities, structure and relationships on 
2004;  

¥ The hearings and GAO report led to a Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGCD) governance study, 
which included a stakeholder input session at the MAPPS Winter Meeting in St. Thomas, USVI and other 
sessions at MAPPS meetings, in 2005;  

¥ In 2006, President Bush included in his FY07 budget a geospatial line of business (GLOB) initiative to 
better account for expenditures and make more strategic investments;  

¥ In 2007, it was announced that the National Geospatial Advisory Committee (NGAC) would be established 
and a call for nominations was issued.  

I donÕt think it would be hyperbolic to say none of this progress would have happened were it not for MAPPS.  
Certainly other organizations played a role and influenced events, but the fact is MAPPS has been a leader and 
driver. 
 
So the recent announcements, while appearing to be coming in a final two-minute drill by the Bush Administration, 
is part of a long term reform and restructuring that MAPPS has been advocating and the Administration has been 
implementing for several years. 
 
So whatÕs next? 
 
Consistent with input MAPPS provided in the Congressional hearings, the GAO study, the GLOB request for 
information and other forums, we are working to assure that the Interior GMO/GIO has the authority to guide 
Interior Department-wide and government-wide initiatives.  MAPPS has long advocated a better coordination 
structure for the Federal government, and we continue to do so.  There is a rumor that MAPPS is proposing 
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legislation that would remove geographic and geospatial activities from USGS and transfer them to another agency.  
That rumor is false. (In July, the creation of a new Earth Systems Science Agency, merging the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration and the U.S. Geological Survey, was proposed by a group of scientists, including a 
former NOAA Administrator and USGS Director, but MAPPS has not taken a position on that proposal.) 
  
While MAPPS has not endorsed the National Lidar Initiative (in part because the role NASA would play, as 
presented to MAPPS in San Antonio in November 2006, has not been clarif ied), we have contacted the USGS 
project co-chairs to indicate MAPPSÕ Òinterest in this initiative and our willingness, desire and availability to assistÓ. 
  
In January, 2006, MAPPS informed both FGDC and the National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC) 
of its support for the concept of Imagery for the Nation, but pointed out that several issues needed to be resolved.  
Despite MAPPSÕ efforts to engage both FGDC and NSGIC on those issues, and a meeting between leaders of 
MAPPS and NSGIC in January of this year, those issues have not been resolved.  In June of this year, the NGAC 
adopted a resolution that essentially adopts the MAPPS position.  That resolution states:  ÒNGAC fully endorses the 
concept of Imagery for the Nation. However, before it is authorized and implemented, the following issues need to 
be resolved: 
¥ Procurement strategy 

-           Including small business participation 
-          Use of best practices models (e.g., IDIQ &  QBS for procurement) 
-          Licensing vs. ownership Ð public domain 
-          Analysis of capacity and production capabilities 

¥ Integrated strategy for funding and implementation of NSDI data initiatives 
-          Relationship between and among other geospatial data initiatives 
-          Rationalization with National Land Imagery Program 
-          Management of IFTN within the federal government 

¥ Continuous strategy or plan for customer-driven input 
¥ Analysis of cost avoidance or savings 

-          ROI validation Ð data, methodology, frequency 
-          Analysis of cost/benefit 

¥ Competition with private sector 
-          Address acquisition and production issues (no IFTN funding to Federal, State or local initiatives to use 

ÒtheirÓ assets to produce IFTN products)Ó 
  
The Bush Administration deserves a lot of credit for other progress it has made.  For the past eight years, officials in 
Congress and the Administration have listened to MAPPS and acted in a manner that benefits both our members and 
community on one hand, but the nation as well.  Regardless of the outcome of the election in November, MAPPS 
will work with Congress and either a McCain or Obama Administration to continue this progress. 
 

MAPPS Launches Redesign of Website  
 
On July 18, 2008 MAPPS launched a new website, transforming the look, feel 
and ease of use for visitors and members.  MAPPS staff has been working with 
Potomac Digitek (PODI) for more than six-months to complete the transfer 
and redesign. MAPPS has also moved all payment options to PayPal for an 
even more secure payment transaction process.  
 
Not only is there a new look to the website, but there are many new features as 
well. Individuals in MAPPS member firms who are listed as contacts with 
MAPPS staff or who have opted into receiving Capitol Coverage have been 
sent a unique login ID. This unique User ID allows for added security on the 
website and access to members only information. Additional features include more imagery on the MAPPS website. 
You will notice the flash banner on the main page, which has been provided by MAPPS Platinum Sustaining 
members. MAPPS staff is actively working to create additional sponsorship and advertising opportunities, which 
will soon be announced. Make sure to check back often to get the most up to date information on MAPPS news, 
conferences and legislative actions. 
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12 Members Honored With Presidential Awards 
 

MAPPS President Marvin E. Miller, PE, LS, CP bestowed Presidential Awards on twelve members of the 
association for outstanding service.  The awards were presented at the banquet of the MAPPS Summer Meeting, 
held July 22 in Sun Valley, Idaho.  The awards were presented to: 
 
Kur t Allen Ð For service as chairman of the Program Committee; 
Richard Breitlow Ð For service as chairman of the Aerial Photography Committee; 
Ken Cir illo Ð For his work on NOAA chart certification issues; 
Lar ry Deiber t Ð For service as chairman of the Nominations Committee and all his service to MAPPS during his 
career at Fugro Horizons, Inc.; 
Brant Howard Ð For service as chairman of the Remote Sensing and Licensed Data Committee; 
Susan Mar low Ð For her service as chair of the Cadastre Task Force and work on the FLAIR Act; 
Anne Hale M iglarese Ð For service as chairman of the national geospatial advisory committee; 
David Nale Ð For service on the Program Committee; 
Pat Olson Ð For service as MAPPS delegate to COFPAES and chairman of USGS Liaison Committee; 
Mary Potter  Ð A one woman band, who works so hard in securing all of our sponsors for MAPPS conferences;  
Mike Ritchie Ð For service as chairman of the Licensing of Photogrammetrists Committee and chairman of the 
MAPPS PAC; and 
George Southard Ð For service as f irst chairman the Associate Members Committee and for his service on the 
Program Committee. 
 

     

McCain Tops Obama in MAPPS Preference Poll 
Senator John McCain topped Senator Barack Obama by an overwhelming 76% to 24% margin in a poll of MAPPS 
members conducted July 19-23.  

The poll, conducted during the MAPPS annual summer conference in Sun Valley, 
Idaho, measured the preference of principals, owners, partners and senior 
professional executives of the geospatial community's leading firms. 

"The MAPPS members clearly prefer Senator McCain based on his record on 
business issues, taxes, foreign policy and national defense," said MAPPS Executive Director John Palatiello.  "The 
margin in the poll demonstrates that MAPPS members view the 2008 Presidential election as a clear choice."  

MAPPS members participating in a similar poll favored President George Bush over Senator John Kerry in July, 
2004.  Bush went on to defeat Kerry in the November, 2004 election. 

McCain was also the choice in a poll of spouses, guest and others attending the MAPPS 2008 summer meeting.  In a 
poll open to all conference attendees, McCain led Obama by a 64% to 36% margin. 

MAPPS is the most politically active association in the geospatial community.  The association features a full time 
government relations staff in Washington, DC, sponsors the MAPPS Political Action Committee (MAPPS PAC), 
and hosts a Federal Programs Conference in March of each year in which members of MAPPS visit Capitol Hill for 
meetings with some 300 members of the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives. 

As a nonprofit, nonpartisan association organized under section 501(c)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code, MAPPS 
does not endorse any candidate or party.  The poll was taken for informational purposes only and does not constitute 
an endorsement nor an attempt to inf luence any members, voters or elections. 
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Coalition of Geospatial Organizations Becomes Official 
The Coalition of Geospatial Organizations (COGO) came into official being on August 4, 2008. Representatives of  
the eleven founding member organizations met at the ESRI UsersÕ Conference in San Diego and voted unanimously 
to approve a set of Rules of Operation and Procedure that brought COGO into existence.  

COGO grew out of a series of stakeholder meetings among the leaders of national organizations involved in 
geospatial data and policy issues over the last several years. The groups realized that they had common interests and 
concerns and that they could increase their effectiveness by speaking with one voice wherever possible. 

After voting to formalize COGO by adopting rules of operation, the group selected an inaugural slate of officers. 
The Chair is Cy Smith from the National States Geographic Information Council, the Chair-elect is Curt Sumner 
from the American Congress on Surveying and Mapping, and the Secretary is George Donatello from the 
International Association of Assessing Officers.  

"I know I speak for all organizations that have joined this coalition when I say that we are excited and optimistic 
about the potential to accelerate the advancement of a variety of national geospatial issues" said Oregon GIS 
Coordinator and NSGIC President Cy Smith. "We intend to begin immediately developing a collaborative advocacy 
agenda and aggressively pursuing those issues on which we can all agree. We invite other geospatial organizations 
and organizations with an interest in geospatial issues to join us as Member or Advisory Organizations." 

In addition to MAPPS, the founding Member Organizations are: American Congress on Surveying and Mapping 
(ACSM),  American Society of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ASPRS), Association of American 
Geographers (AAG), Cartography and Geographic Information Society (CAGIS), Geospatial Information 
Technology Association (GITA), GIS Certif ication Institute (GISCI), International Association of Assessing 
Officers (IAAO), National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC), University Consortium for Geographic 
Information Science (UCGIS), and Urban and Regional Information Systems Association (URISA).  The founding 
Advisory Organizations are the: National Association of Counties (NACo), National Emergency Number 
Association (NENA), Western Governors Association (WGA), and American Planning Association (APA)  

The next meeting of COGO is expected to be held in Washington, DC in October in conjunction with the next 
meetings of the Federal Geographic Data Committee and the National Geospatial Advisory Committee.  

For more information about COGO, visit http://www.urisa.org/cogo.  

 
Update Member Profile on MAPPS Website 
 
One of the benefits of MAPPS membership is publicity for your firmÕs products and 
services though the ÒMeet Our MembersÓ section on the MAPPS website. The firm 
principals have access to this information by logging into the Members Only section and 
clicking the ÒUpdate Corporate Info.Ó  This information not only includes the physical 
address, but the capabilities your firm possesses.  
 
Our new Associate Members Committee has brought to the staffÕs attention the fact that 
the current member profile form is not designed for our hardware and software provider 
Associate Members The committee is redesigning that form. If you are a MAPPS 
Associate Member and would like to provide input about the fields to be included in the 
next update, contact George Southard, George.Southard@leicaus.com, chairman of the 
MAPPS Associate Members Committee. 
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MAPPS Members Given Rare Opportunity to Sit on 
Floor of the United States House of Representatives 
 
A delegation of MAPPS members was provided the rare opportunity to sit in the 
members seats on the floor of the United States House of Representatives on 
September 4, occupying seats usually reserved for members of Congress. 
MAPPS members were the guests of House Republican Whip, Rep. Roy Blunt 
(R-MO), to sit in the House chamber and hear Republican members of Congress 
discuss the need for national energy legislation. 
 
When Congress recessed on August 1, Republican members of the House of 
Representatives began speaking in the House Chamber on national energy 
policy, objecting to Congress recessing without debating or voting on energy 
legislation. 
 
Members of Congress brought groups of citizens into the House chamber to 
witness the debate. MAPPS members heard from Representatives John Carter 
(R-TX), Vernon Ehlers (R-MI), Bob Goodlatte (R-VA), and Randy Kuhl (R-
NY). 
 
MAPPS does not have a position on the energy bill and is not endorsing the Republicans' actions. 
 
Following their time in the House Chamber, MAPPS members enjoyed a working lunch at the Capitol Hill Club 
with guest speaker Ms. Erin Kanoy, Legislative Director to Representative Tom Feeney (R-FL). Ms. Kanoy briefed 
MAPPS members on new contracting out/government competition legislation, the Competitive Open Markets 
Protection (COMP) Act, to be introduced later this month. The COMP Act requires Federal agencies to put 
commercial activities currently performed in-house out for competitive procurement involving the private sector. 
 
"The intention of the COMP Act is to create more opportunity for private sector businesses to compete for 
government contracts using the 'Yellow Book' test," said John Palatiello, MAPPS Executive Director. "The test 
simply says, 'if you can find a business in the Yellow Pages that can do something, the government does not need to 
be doing it'." 
 
MAPPS Washington Policy Forums are held on a quarterly basis in Washington, D.C. allowing for MAPPS 
members to gain information on legislation, policy and Federal agency initiatives throughout the year. 

 
MAPPS Fall Policy Conference Registration Now Open 
 
Regardless of whether your firm does work directly for Federal agencies, or you work primarily for state or local 
government or commercial clients, what the Federal government does in the geospatial arena significantly impacts 
your firm.  What happens in Washington, DC affects funding for Federal, state and local government clients' 
projects; laws and regulations influence firms and markets; and the political atmosphere inevitably sways the entire 
Nation. 
  
An important election is less than 60 days away. Combine that with uncertainty in the economy, it is important that 
you know what is on the horizon so you can properly steer your firm's direction. 
  
That is where the MAPPS Fall Policy Conference comes in. In one day, you will learn about the latest trends from 
our Nation's Capitol that will have an effect on every geospatial f irm, large and small. 
  
The MAPPS Fall Policy Conference will be on Wednesday, November 12, 2008 at the Wardman Park Marriott 
Hotel in Washington, DC. You won't want to miss this very important meeting.  Please register today. 
  
Sessions will include presentations from key government and private sector leaders on markets, budgets, labor 
policies, workforce development, technology and new programs of interest to all types of geospatial firms. 
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Who should attend? 
  
Principals 
Owners 
Partners 
Senior Professional Executives 
Marketing and Business Development Directors 
Human Resource Directors 
  
From firms in the following mapping, geospatial, remote sensing, and geographic information systems disciplines:  
  
Satellite and Remote Sensing  
Airborne Data Acquisition 
Surveying 
Photogrammetry 
Aerial Photography 
LIDAR, SAR and IFSAR 
Hydrography and Bathymetry 
Nautical and Aeronautical Charting 

 
Aerial and Satellite Image Processing 
GPS and Control Surveying 
Parcel Mapping 
GIS Data Collection and Conversion Services 
Hardware Providers, 
Software Providers 
Consultants 
Product Suppliers 

  
What You Will Learn 
  
Among the information you will gather at the MAPPS Fall Policy Conference is: 
What new legislation may be passed that will make it easier for a labor union to organize employees in your f irm? 
How will the election impact the geospatial community?  
What new initiatives is the Federal Government planning that will create new market opportunities for your firm? 
What programs are being implemented to train new workers in the geospatial technologies craft? 
What is happening in GPS and other satellite positioning systems that you can utilize on your projects? 
 
Agency L iaison Committees 
  
The MAPPS Fall Policy Conference also features the MAPPS Federal Agency Liaison Committee meetings.  
MAPPS is the only association that has formal liaison committees with key Federal agencies. You will have an 
opportunity to participate in small group discussions on specific issues and opportunities in these agencies - 
  
National Geospatial Intelligence Agency (NGA) 
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)  
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
Federal Aviation Administration & Transportation Security Administration (FAA & TSA) 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA, including FSA, FAS, USFS) 
Defense &  Homeland Security (DHS/FEMA, USACE, NAVFAC, USAF, National Guard) 
  
Benefits of Attending 
  

¥ Network with the leading decision-makers in the top geospatial f irms in the market; 
 

¥ Learn about the lastest policies and programs affecting the geospatial community; 
 

¥ Gather market intelligence about new contracting opportunities for your firm's services or products; 
 

¥ Meet with leading Federal geospatial agency officials. 
  
Register  Today 
 
  
Join your colleagues, Wednesday, November 12, 2008 at the Wardman Park Marriott Hotel, Washington, DC.   
The deadline to reserve a hotel room at the MAPPS rate of $199.00 is Tuesday, October 21. To register for the 
conference and to reserve your hotel room visit the MAPPS website at www.MAPPS.org. 
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Upcoming Events 

 
PA-MAPPS Membership Meeting 

September 25, 2008 
Office of Michael Baker Jr., Inc. 

4431 N Front St, 2nd Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17110 

 
 

2008 Fall Policy Conference 
November 12, 2008 

Marriott Wardman Park Hotel 
2660 Woodley Road, NW 
Washington, DC 20008 
Registration now open! 

 
 

MAPPS Winter  Conference 
January 20-24, 2009 

Marriott Frenchman's Reef 
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands 

Hotel Reservations Now Open 
 

MAPPS Federal Programs Conference 
March 17-18, 2009 

Westin Washington, DC City Center 
Washington, DC 

 
MAPPS Summer Conference 

June 25-29, 2009 
Ocean Edge Resort & Club on Cape Cod 

Brewster, Massachusetts 
 

MAPPS/ASPRS Joint Conference 
November 14-19, 2009 
Crowne Plaza Riverwalk 

San Antonio, Texas 
 

 
 

1760 Reston Parkway, Suite 515 
Reston, VA 20190 

703-787-6996 
www.MAPPS.org 


