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Draft Bill Would Broaden Role of Space Commeruallzatlon Office

MISSY FREDERICK, WASHINGTON

A remote sensing industry
assoclation is advacating leglsla-
tion intended to lead to more
government business for its
companies, but the broad, en-
compussing nare of the bill,
which is still in draft form, alsc
has generated opposition,

The proposed legislation,
known &y the Imagery, Mapping
apd Geosparlal Enhancement
{IMAGE) Act of 2006, is expect-
ed 10 be sponsored by Rep, Curt
Weldon (R-Pa.}, who sent let~
ters to colleagues dated July 14
asking for them to co-sponsor
the legislation. It has not-yet
been introduced,

The bili, an amendment 1o.
the Technology Administraton
Act of 1988, would give
addmonal responsibilities to
the Office of Space Conuuier-’
cialization, which has been part
of the Nationai Occandc and At-
mospherlc Administration
(NOAA} since 2005, though it
was created in 1868,

The general purpose of the
biil; according to fis draft ext,
is to “promote the growth and
advancement in U.S, space and
airborne remote sensing tech-
nologies and valus-added sorv-
jees”

Some of the ways the office
can do this, according w the
legislation, is work to avoid
competltion between the gov-
ernment and private firms, ap-
ply remote sensing technolo-
gies to a variety of operations
and examine how remote sens-
ing data currently is being used
government wide,

John Byrd, govérnment af-
fairs manager for the Manage-
ment Association for Private

Photogrammetric Surveyors
(MAPPS), which supports the
legislation, said the bili would
glve responsihility for tmple-
menting a number of existing
federal policies reluted to re-

“mote sensing o one office.

“As far as we know, there is
no agency tasked to implement
these policles,” Byrd said.

MAPPS represents a variety
of remote sensing firms, amang
them & number of value-added
technology firms, alrborme data
companies and the two major
geospatial imagery firms, Geo-

Epe of Dulles, Va., and Digital-

Globe of Longmont Colo,
Some of the policies Byrd cil-
ed include the president's com-
merclal remote sensing polley
of 2008, which encourages the
use of commerclal imagery, and
a june 2002 memo from George
Tenet, then-director of the Cen-
tral Intetligence Agency, which
stressed that commercial satel-
liteimagery be the “primary
source of data” used for govern-
mant mapplng and other tasks.
But the blll's broad language
Is eparking some resistance,
even before it is inroduced.
Some of that resistance is
coming from the Office of
Space Commerciatization itself,
Ed Morris, who was appoint-
ed the office’s director in Feh-
ruary, said in a telephone inter
view Aug. 3 that his office has
some concerns with the legisla-
tion, pardeularly its references
to airborne technologies,
Morris said the Janguage
also could encompass 2 vartety
of technologles such as un-
manned aerisl vehicles, and
that these things normally
would not fall under the jurls-
dicion of his office.
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“These areas are very big,
and they're clearly not space re-
lated,” Morxis said. “I'ta not say-
ing there's not a need there, but
our office needs to stay bal-
anced.”

Morris said the ieglsiadion in-
cludes some good components,
such as having his officc actas a
bridge between govercment
customers and industry
providers, and an emphasis on
creating a level playing fictd be-
tween government and com-
mercial providers of Imagery.

“If the bill was worked un, we

Rep Curt Welden

might be akle to ﬁnd FOImE Com-
maon ground, but right now it's
Just too broad and not really fit-
ting into our charter when it In-
cludes nan-space activities,”
Morris said,

Byrd said MAPPS did not
want to seé space imagery comv-
panies exciustvely promoted

and that a single, leading office
is needed Lo promote remoty

sensing In general throughout
government circles,

“We're an advocate for all
commercial remete sensing
firms and don't want to single
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out one sector,” Byrd said.
“We're looking to open up as
many markets ns possible.”
John Falattello, executive di-

rector of MAPPS, spid the or-
ganization has done research
into the Office of Space Com-
mercialization’s history, and
that it previously has heen in-
volved with airhome and valuc-
added 1magez.l

“Whal we think is needed isa
revisit Wnd refocus on the
broader ... remote sensing
community,” Palatiello said,

This is important, Palatielio
said, because competition from
government offices is a real
problém for the induscry.
MAPPS receatly fought the fact
that Congress gave NOAA o $12
mittion earmark in the Emer.
geney Supplemental Appropri-
atfons Act {HL.R. 4939} w build
an gircraft with a suite of sen-
so1s that dupitcates what can al-
veatly be found in the commer-
clal imagery.

“We Fought that and we're
stlll fighting that,” Palatiello
said. “Why NOAA needs a plane
to captiure the same imagery for
its nwn use is heyond us.”

Mark Brender, vice presi-
dent for communications and
marketing for GeoBye, a com-
mercial provider of high-resolu-
tion satellite imagery, said the
U.8. Office of Management and
Budget hay been developing an
architecture for the entive U.S,
government’s use of Geograph-
ic informatlon Systems prod-

ucis,

Goace that architecture is
dons, Brender said it might
make sense to glve some of the
responsibilitics now outlined in
the IMAGE Act o another of
ftee, “The Office of Space Com-
merciulization within the De-
partment of Commerce should
remain just that,” he said.

Byrd said MAPPS had want
ed to see the hill introduced
during the first week of August,
but that because of tme con-
straints, it likely would not be
intraoduced unti! after Con-
gress’ summer recess.

Sen. George Allen (R-Va.)
plans to intraduce companion
legislation to the bill, according
to Allen’s press secretary, David
Snepp, though Snepp could not
confirm by press dme when e
Bill would be inroduced.

According to Snepp, Allen
supports the bill because It pro-
moles privatization of work that
does not need to be done by
government entities, and ts a fit
for the senator because there
are many gevspatial and remote
sensing firms in his district.

Representatives of the
House Science Gommittee, the
Oflice of Managemcnt and
Budget and Rep. Weldon's of-
flee who were contacted for
comment on this article did not
return those phone calls by
press time.
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