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MAPPS Summer Conference 
July 29 ð August 2, 2010 

Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe Resort 
Incline Village, Nevada  

MAPPS 2011 Winter Conference 
January 24 ð 28, 2011 

Radisson Lucaya Resort 
Grand Bahama Island, Bahamas 

Upcoming MAPPS 

Events 

MAPPS 2011 Summer Conference 
June 26-30, 2011 

The Sagamore Resort 
Bolton Landing, NY 

MAPPS Participates in Roundtables Promoting  

Private Geospatial Firm Utilization 

MAPPS staff has hosted numer-

ous roundtable meetings involv-

ing current members of Con-

gress as well as candidates for 

Congress through its affiliation 

with the Business Coalition for 

Fair Competition (BCFC).  

 

BCFC is a national coalition of 

businesses, associations, tax-

payer organizations and think 

tanks that are committed to 

reducing all forms of unfair 

government-created, -sponsored 

and -provided competition with 

the private sector. BCFC be-

lieves the free enterprise system 

is the most productive and effi-

cient provider of goods and 

services and strongly supports 

the Federal government utiliz-

ing the private sector for com-

mercially available products 

and services to the maximum 

extent possible.  

 

These events have provided 

MAPPS staff an opportunity to 

engage candidates for Congress 

on the latest news, policies and 

legislation surrounding un-

fair government competition 

with private geospatial firms. 

Whether a Federal or state 

agency has cancelled a con-

tract, poached a firmôs em-

ployees, expanded its in-

house capabilities, or all of 

the aforementioned, MAPPS 

has brought attention to 

those in elective office, or 

pursuing elective office, of 

the negative impact unfair gov-

ernment competition is having 

in the private geospatial mar-

ketplace.  

 

Current members of Congress 

attending the policy roundtables 

include House Small Business 

Committee Ranking Member 

Sam Graves (R-MO), Rep. 

Cynthia Lummis (R-WY), and 

Chairman of the House Repub-

lican Conference Mike Pence 

(R-IN).  

 

Candidates for Congress attend-

ing BCFC roundtables are seek-

ing elective office in Indiana, 

Kentucky, Mississippi, New 

Jersey, North Dakota, Ohio, 

Oregon, Pennsylvania, Vir-

ginia,  and Texas.  

 

By working with members of 

Congress, and those aspiring 

to join the 112th Congress in 

January 2011, MAPPS contin-

ues to push for Federal poli-

cies and legislation calling for 

government utilization of pri-

vate geospatial firms to the 

maximum extent practical. 

 
For more information on 

BCFC click here. 

MAPPS Announces Conference Schedule through 2012 
MAPPS has confirmed the 

dates for  the annual summer 

and winter conferences and the 

ever important Federal Pro-

grams Conference through 

2012. 

  

ñWe are pleased to announce 

these conferences in a timely 

manner to allow for our mem-

ber firms to plan to attend,ò said 

Jeff Lovin, MAPPS President. 

  

MAPPS will host the 2010 Fall 

Policy Conference and an-

nounce the winners of the 

fourth annual ñGeospatial Prod-

ucts and Services Excellence 

Awardsò in conjunction with 

the ASPRS /CaGIS Specialty 

Conference in Orlando, FL No-

vember 15-17. 

  

The 2011 Winter Conference 

will be held at the Radisson 

Lucaya Resort on Grand Ba-

hama Island, Bahamas, January 

24-28. The Summer Conference 

will be held at the Sagamore 

Resort in Bolton Landing, NY 

from June 26-30, 2011.  

The Federal Programs Confer-

ence returns to Washington, DC 

March 15-16, 2011 and is 

scheduled for March 13-14, 

2012. 

  

Nominations for the location of 

the 2012 Summer Conference 

are being accepted by the 

MAPPS staff. Nominated loca-

tions will be presented to the 

membership in Lake Tahoe and 

voted on by the attendees. The 

Board of Directors will select 

the location for the 2013 Winter 

Conference. 

MAPPS meets with Rep. Lummis (R-WY) and 

other private business representatives at a 

Policy Roundtable in Washington, DC. 

MAPPS Fall Policy Conference & 
Excellence Awards Presentation 

In -conjunction with ASPRS/CaGIS Fall 
Specialty Conference 

November 17-18, 2010 
Doubletree Hotel  

Orlando, FL 
 

MAPPS 2011 Federal Programs 
Conference 

March 15 -16, 2011 
The Westin City Center 

Washington, DC 

MAPPS 2012 Winter Conference 
January 22-26, 2012 
Arizona Biltmore 

Phoenix, AZ 

MAPPS 2012 Federal Programs 
Conference 

March 13-14, 2012 
The Westin City Center 

Washington, DC 

http://www.mapps.org
http://www.governmentcompetition.org
mailto:sally@mapps.org?subject=2012%20Summer%20Conference%20Nomination
mailto:sally@mapps.org?subject=2012%20Summer%20Conference%20Nomination


The private geospatial community 

is under assault like never before. 

For many years, Federal and state 

government agencies built and 

maintained in-house collection and 

production capabilities in areas 

such as surveying, aerial photogra-

phy, photogrammetry, photo proc-

essing, hydrography and other 

disciplines. Before MAPPS was 

established in 1982, there was vir-

tually no voice for the private sec-

tor to advocate for utilizing private 

mapping firms in lieu of govern-

ment in-house build ups. 

When MAPPS got up and running, 

that all changed. We effectively 

made the case that a qualified and 

capable private sector mapping 

community existed in the United 

States and that government at all 

levels should utilize, not compete 

with or duplicate, that private sec-

tor. 

Starting with President Reagan 

actually calling for privatization of 

mapping in his final budget upon 

leaving office in 1989, through the 

ñre-inventing governmentò pro-

gram of the Clinton-Gore Admini-

stration, the historic election of a 

Republican Congress in 1994, the 

enactment of the Federal Activities 

Inventory Reform (FAIR) Act in 

1998, and the ñcompetitive sourc-

ingò program of the administration 

of George W. Bush, weôve moved 

tens of millions of dollars per year 

in mapping work from government 

agencies to contract by private 

firms. 

When MAPPS started this cam-

paign, there was no contracting by 

USGS. Now there is the GPSC 

program. There was no contracting 

by NOAA. Now there are the 

coastal services contracts, shoreline 

contracts, and hydrographic sur-

veys contracts. The DMA con-

tracted a minimal amount of color 

separation work ï to the lowest 

bidder ï and now there is the NGA 

GGI program. 

Now, all the gains weôve made are 

under threat of being reversed. 

Mil l ions of dollars in 

ñstimulusò money from the 

American Recovery and Rein-

vestment Act have been spent 

by agencies such as NOAA 

and the Corps of Engineers to 

buy equipment that duplicates 

the investment already made 

by private enterprise ï result-

ing in fewer jobs being cre-

ated. 

A g e n c i e s  a r e  n o w 

ñinsourcingò geospatial work 

é canceling contracts with 

private firms, bringing the 

work back in-house, and con-

verting private sector workers 

into government employees. 

Limits or roll-backs of the 

FAIR Act, OMB Circular A-

76, and competitive sourcing 

are being routinely enacted 

into law by Congress. 

A  n e w d e f i n i t i on  o f 

ñinherently governmentalò 

functions ï officially known 

as ñWork Reserved for Per-

formance by Federal Govern-

ment Employees ñ ï has been 

proposed by the Obama Ad-

ministration, putting further 

limits on contracting with the 

private sector for any PRO-

FESSIONAL OR TECHNI-

CAL SERVICES! 

Since the current Congress and 

Administration took office in Janu-

ary, 2009, the U.S. economy has 

lost over 4 million private sector 

jobs while adding over 109,000 

Federal government jobs.  

This is not a partisan issue.  

When announcing he would not run 

for re-election next year, Indiana 

Senator Evan Bayh (D) cited the 

failure of Congress to do anything 

to create jobs in the private sector 

within the previous six months.  

Jacques Gansler, former deputy 

undersecretary of Defense for ac-

quisition, technology and logistics 

during the Clinton Administration, 

recently warned against a "global 

war on contractors" by the Obama 

Administration. 

Look at what Congress and the 

Administration have already taken 

over or bailed out . . . banks, insur-

ance companies, auto makers, auto 

dealers, student loans, tax prepara-

tion, cyber security é the list goes 

on.  

Will geospatial be next? 

Come to our Summer Meeting in 

Lake Tahoe. You will learn more 

about whatôs happening with gov-

ernment competition, and what you 

can do about it. 
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Jeff Lovin 

MAPPS President 

The òIõm Inó campaign was 

launched at the 2009 MAPPS 

Summer Conference. Many mem-

bers who made commitments to 

MAPPS did so by volunteering 

their time and talents to serving 

on MAPPS committees. To see a 

list of the committees and the 

people involved, please click 

here. To volunteer here click here.  

ñSince the current 

Congress and 

Administration took 

office in January, 2009, 

the U.S. economy has 

lost over 4 million 

private sector jobs while 

adding over 109,000 

Federal government 

jobsò  

 IõM IN! 

Presidentõs Column 
 

The Threat of Insourcing and Inherently Governmental 
by Jeff Lovin, PS, CP 

http://www.mapps.org/pdfs/Committees/2009-2010_Committees_Task_Forces_Liaisons_MASTER12-22-09.pdf
http://www.mapps.org/pdfs/Committees/2009-2010_Committees_Task_Forces_Liaisons_MASTER12-22-09.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=DrbHgtD9leFWRvDSisaoYw_3d_3d
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MAPPS Applauds Parcel Provision in Financial Services Reform BillñParcel ID 

Number Collection Provides an ôEarly Warning Systemõ 

MAPPS applauded the inclu-

sion of a parcel geocoding 

provision providing for an 

'early warning system' in the 

Financial Regulatory Reform 

legislation that President 

Obama will sign on July 21. 

 

Section 1094 of the Confer-

ence Report calls for the Bu-

reau of Consumer Financial 

Protection to collect the 

ñparcel number that corre-

sponds ...[to] ... real property 

pledged or proposed to be 

pledged as collateralò to help 

track the number and dollar 

amount of mortgage loans and 

comp le ted app l ica t ions 

grouped according to measure-

ments such as parcel level 

data. 

 

The comprehensive legislation 

makes amendments to the 

Home Mortgage Disclosure 

Act (HMDA), including a pro-

vision for the newly-created 

Bureau of Consumer Financial 

Protection within the Federal 

Reserve to collect the "parcel 

number to permit geocoding" 

on mortgage transactions.  

 

MAPPS Executive Director 

John Palatiello said, ñThe pro-

vision employing geospatial 

technology at the parcel level 

under HMDA provides much 

more detailed information for 

an 'early warning system' to 

identify future anomalies in 

the mortgage market. It con-

tains information about the 

value, improvements, taxes, 

and something that none of the 

current government mortgage 

datasets, including HMDA, 

maintain - the physical loca-

tion of the property," Pala-

tiello said. 

 

MAPPS Cadastre Task Force 

Chair Susan Marlow (Smart 

Data Strategies, Franklin, TN) 

testified before Congress on 

the benefits of parcel level 

data in September 2009 say-

ing, ñMany analysis and deci-

sions are being made using the 

wrong level of geography. 

The Census tract data that is 

currently being used under 

Section 2803 of HMDA was 

created by forming blocks and 

tracts that were logical for 

counting people." She went on 

to say, "While FedEx can 

track the location of millions 

of packages per day moving 

around the world, the Federal 

government does not track the 

location of land, and it is sta-

tionary." 

"If you have the right tools and 

the right data in place, you can 

build predictive models using 

very basic statistical analysis 

that accurately forecasts and 

locates foreclosure and delin-

quency hotspots, thus provid-

ing an early warning system," 

said MAPPS President Jeff 

Lovin (Woolpert, Dayton, 

OH). 

  

Palatiello concluded, "MAPPS 

supported the inclusion of the 

geospatial language in the 

Conference Report because an 

'early warning system' based 

on geo-located property data at 

the parcel level will help pre-

vent future disruptions to the 

market, financial collapses, 

and government bailouts." 

 

MAPPS has sent a letter opposing 

proposed legislative language that 

would limit the use of ñprecise 

geolocation informationò. 

 

The association said a draft bill, 

proposed and soon to be intro-

duced by Representative Rick 

Boucher (D-VA), chairman of the 

House Subcommittee on Commu-

nications, Technology and the 

Internet, threatens data collection, 

applications and growth in the 

private geospatial profession.  

 

The draft bill is intended to pro-

tect consumersô privacy by re-

quiring ñnotice to and consent of 

an individual prior to the collec-

tion and disclosure of certain per-

other tasks that are conducted 

by geospatial professionals.  

 

ñThe intent of the bill drafted 

by Rep. Boucher ï to protect 

personal privacy ï is laud-

able, but in its current form, 

the provisions would result in 

a number of unintended con-

sequences by severely limit-

ing information collected by 

the geospatial community for 

government agencies, to sup-

port government programs, 

and to provide for commer-

cial applications that consum-

ers are demanding in the mar-

ketplace,ò said Jeff Lovin, 

MAPPS President (Woolpert, 

Inc., Dayton, OH). 

MAPPS Asks Congress to Revise Legislation Limiting Use of 

òGeolocation Informationó 

sonal information relating to 

that individual.ò However, 

language included in the bill 

is a concern to the collection 

of geospatial data and geo-

spatial lines of business 

through its provision limiting 

the collection of ñprecise 

geolocation informationò. 

 

MAPPS believes the current 

bill language threatens infor-

mation that is collected by 

private and government enti-

ties to perform E-911 and 

emergency response manage-

ment, environmental protec-

tion, home security, mortgage 

foreclosure monitoring/early 

warning system and many 

The current draft exempts gov-

ernment agencies from its 

limitations.  MAPPS urged 

Rep. Boucher to more clearly 

define the term ñprecise geolo-

cation information,ò exempt 

data collected by private sector 

firms under contract to gov-

ernment or for sale to govern-

ment agencies, and exempt 

private individuals who are 

already regulated and licensed 

to practice by State licensing 

boards, and exempt commer-

cial satellite remote sensing 

firms that are licensed to oper-

ate by the Federal Govern-

ment.  

 

The full letter sent by MAPPS 

can be viewed here. 

 

http://www.mapps.org/issues/Privacy_Draft_5-10.pdf
http://www.mapps.org/issues/MAPPS_Letter_to_Rep_Boucher_7-14-10.pdf


 

 
 
 

 

Deadline August 31, 2010  

2009 Category Winners  

 

Kappa Mapping, Inc.  

Intermap Technologies  

Optech Technologies  

Geospatial Products and 
Services Excellence Awards  

 

Photo Science, Inc.  

2009 Grand Award  
& Category Winner 

Congratulations 

2010 Winners will be  
highlighted in a an issue of 
POB Magazine. 

4th Annual Awards  
Deadline: Tuesday,  August 31, 2010  

·          Airborne and Satellite Data Acquisition 

·          Photogrammetry/Elevation Data Generation 

·          Remote Sensing 

·          GIS/IT 

·          Small Projects 

·          Technology Innovation 

Categories: 

Detailed information on the 2010 
Awards Competition available at 
www.mapps.org 


